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Edgecombe County
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing (2012)

INTRODUCTION:

Relative to Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Fair Housing Act), the Federal Fair Housing
Amendments Act of 1988, and the North Carolina State Fair Housing Act, G. S. Chapter 41A it is
unlawful for any persons in a real estate transaction to conduct discriminatory housing practices
based upon race, color, sex, religion, national origin, handicapped condition, or familial status.
Edgecombe County is committed to the goal that every citizen be offered an opportunity to select
the home of his or her choice.

Edgecombe County is populated by more than 10,000 persons. Therefore as required by
regulations set forth by the Department of Housing and Urban Development and the NC
Department of Commerce, the recipients of Small Cities Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) program, must prepare and submit an Analysis of impediments to Fair Housing within
the County’s jurisdiction every five years.

BACKGROUND:

Demographic Data:

To date: Census 2010, 2008-2010 American Community Survey 3-Year Estimates, along with the
accompanying data from Log Into North Carolina (LINC) and the North Carolina Office of State
Budget and Management (NC OSBM), are the best available data to retrieve information for this
Analysis of Impediments.

Census 2010 data was released for North Carolina counties in March 2011. The 2010 Census
population for Edgecombe County was 56,552, a 1.7% increase from the 2000 census data. This
increase in population is 16.8% less than the overall population increase for the state at 18.5%.
Edgecombe County Census 2010 data indicates population figures separated by race as: 21,923
White (38.8%), 32,435 African American (57.4%), 169 American Indian (0.3%), 113 Asian (0.2%)
and 1,326 claiming some other race (2.3%). According to Census 2000, at that time the white
population was 22,278, (40.1%); African Americans 31,949 (57.5%); American Indian 109,
(0.2%); Asian, 79, (0.1% ) and other races, 870 (1.6%). In those ten years, the White population
decreased, the African American population increased; while the Asian and other races
decreased.

in the 2010 Census, 3,443 or 9.2% of the population (25 years and over) completed less than a
9th grade education. 4,330 or 11.6% of the population (25 years and over) completed less than a
1o™ grade educatlon This means that Edgecombe County has over 20% of its population with
less than a 12" grade education.

Based on 2008-2010 American Community Survey 3-Year Estimates, Edgecombe County’s
unemployment for its population 16 years of age or older is 16.1% while unemployment from the
ages of 20 to 24 years of age is 39.4%. Using these same resources, unemployment within the
State of North Carolina was 10.1% for its population 16 years of age or older and the
unemployment of those 20 through 24 was 16.9%. The unemployment rate of the United States
during that time for population 16 years and over was 9%, while the unemployment for those
between the ages of 20 and 24 years of age was 14.7%. Edgecombe County ties for the fourth
highest unemployment rate in North Carolina, just after Scotland, Graham and Swain Counties.
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The median income for an Edgecombe County family, based on 2008-2010 American Community
Survey 3-Year Estimates, is $40,722. 18.3% of all Edgecombe County families live below the
poverty level. 35.6% of all families with related children under 5 years old and 22.3% of married
couples with related children under 5 years old live below the poverty level. 65.9% of families
consisting of a female householder with no husband present with related children under 5 years
old have an income below the poverty level within the past 12 months. The poverty status for
unrelated individuals 15 years or older equals 32.9%. Are there enough low-income housing
opportunities for these citizens of Edgecombe County?

Edgecombe County contains vast areas of low-moderate income persons. Almost 2/3 of the
County is shown as low-moderate income population. Statistically the County has its highest
concentrations of minorities within this area also, especially the popuiation of Rocky Mount in the
North East and South East sections. The Town of Princeville has a 93% minority population with
low-moderate income status. Please see map provided in Attachment C.

According to the Profile of General Population and Housing Characteristics, 2010 Demographic
Profile Data, the total elderly population (persons age 62 years+) is 10,175 or 18% of the total
population of Edgecombe County. The County’'s elderly population is growing and will need
housing to accommodate them. Is there enough existing housing to accommodate this
population?

According to the 2008-2010 American Community Survey 3-Year Estimates, Selected Social
Characteristics in the United States, Edgecombe County, NC there are an estimated 2,195
grandparents that want or need to live with their grandchildren under 18 years of age, whether it
is for reasons of raising their grand children to become productive citizens, affordable housing or
economic assistance. Of that number, 1,290 or 58.8% say they are responsible for their
grandchildren’s wellbeing and 24.9% of those persons say they are responsible for grandchildren
for 5 or more years. Not only does this propose a problem in elderly/disability housing but also
elderly housing with availability to accept children as residents. There is a need to develop
housing for the aging community that will accept children.

From 2000 to 2006, the State of North Carollna experienced an increase of 54.9% of Hispanic
population. North Carolina was listed as the 5" of the top five states in Hispanic growth rate
during that time, according to a census.gov pdf (listed in sources). In 2000, the Hispanic/Latino
population within Edgecombe County was 1,554 persons or 2.8% of the total. In the Profile of
General Population and Housing Characteristics, 2010 Demographic Profile Data there is an
estimated 56,552 total persons in Edgecombe County with 2,104 or 3.7% of that population being
Hispanic or Latino of any race. Thus the Hispanic population has grown by a small increase in
overall population of Edgecombe County. According to the ACS, the Hispanic population is
largely located within the northern half of the County, especially around Tarboro to Rocky Mount
and north toward Whitakers. Please see map provided in Attachment C.

Analysis to Determine Disproportionate Housing Need:

According to the Profile of General Population and Housing Characteristics: 2010 Demographic
Profile Data: Edgecombe County has a total of 24,838 housing units. Of these units, 21,830 are
occupied and 3,158 are vacant. Of these vacant units, 1,113 are for rent, 53 are rented but not
occupied, 286 are for sale only, 72 are sold but not occupied and 214 are used for seasonal,
recreational or occasional use. The homeowner vacancy rate is 2.1% and rental vacancy rate is
11.9%. Of the occupied housing units, 62% are owner-occupied. The average household size of
owner-occupied units is 2.52 persons. Of the occupied housing units, 37.8% are renter-occupied.
The average household size of renter-occupied units is 2.58 persons,

According to the 2000 census data, Edgecombe County had 14,761 single-family dwelling units,
There were 327 1-unit attached structures (ie. town homes). There were 1,196 duplexes and
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5,533 mobile homes in use in Edgecombe County. There were 904 structures with 3 to 4 units,
530 structures with 5 to 9 units, 97 structures with 10 to19 units and only 303 structures with 20
or more units

According to the Profile of General Population and Housing Characteristics: 2010 Demographic
Profile Data: the most common types of structures in Edgecombe County are 1-unit detached.
There are 16,110 of these units; 1,349 more than in 2000. There are 318 structures of which
there are 1-unit attached (ie. town homes), 9 less than the data for Census 2000. There are 1,347
duplexes (151 more) and 5,125 mobile homes (408 less) mobile homes than in 2000. There are
730 structures with 3 to 4 units (174 less), 717 structures with 5 to 9 units (187 more), 205
structures with 10 to19 units (108 more) and 346 structures (43 more) with 20 or more units. So
all in all, the housing units available have increased since 2000, except for mobile homes and
structures with 3 to 4 units.

The most prevalent value of owner-occupied units is within the $50,000 - $99,999 range. The
second highest value of homes is under $50,000. Of the 14,085 owner-occupied homes within
Edgecombe County, 9,256 have a mortgage, while 4,809 do not have a mortgage. Most
mortgages cost the homeowners between $1,000 and $1,499 a month. These homes are
generally heated with utility gas, bottled tank or LP gas, or electricity; some use wood or no fuel.
Of the occupied housing units, 112 are lacking complete plumbing facilities, 123 lack complete
kitchen facilities and 496 have no telephone service available.

Using the Selected Housing Characteristics of the 2006-2010 American Community Survey 5-
year Estimates: 488 or 2.2% of the occupied housing units, have more than 1 occupant per room.
Homeowners with mortgages over 30% of their monthly earnings totaled 38.4%, 7.5% more than
North Carolina (32.2%). 55.5% of the rental population have rents which exceeds 30% of their
gross monthly income. This is 6.6% more than the North Carolina rental population (48.9%).

ANALYSIS TO DETERMINE THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF DISCRIMINATION
Step 1. Analysis of the Level of Segregation and Spatial Isolation:
1. Are there areas of minority concentration within your jurisdiction?

According to the Profile of General Population and Housing Characteristics: 2010
Demographic Profile Data: the total African American population for Edgecombe County is
32,435 or 57.4% of the total population. Since this is a majority of the population, the areas of
minority concentration are large. Statistically the County has its highest concentrations of
minorities within the population of Rocky Mount in the North East and South East sections.
The Town of Princeville has a 93% minority population. The tracts with the highest Hispanic
populations are largely located within the northern half of the County, especially around
Tarboro to Rocky Mount and north toward Whitakers.

2. Is your community located in a County that has been identified in Residential
Segreqation in_North Carolina: a Barrier to African-American Opportunities as highly
segregated by both the isolation and dissimilarity indexes?

A copy of Besidential Segregation in North Carolina: _a Barrier to African-American
Opportunities was not available in its entirety for review while compiling this report; however,
excerpts from the book were evaluated and are quoted for reference:

“As long as whites and minorities live in separate neighborhoods, the schools in those
neighborhoods will have skewed racial memberships and financial resources. Despite efforts
toward integration, many North Carolinians continue to live in segregated neighborhoods. In
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the average NC County, 74 percent of African-Americans would have to move to achieve the
complete integration of neighborhoods.

“Government agencies tend to build public housing projects in areas that are cheap and
already largely minority. Furthermore, zoning regulations often keep African-Americans or
other low-income citizens out of suburban neighborhoods by requiring certain styles of
homes or large lots of land for homes.

Freeman, Lance. April 1995. Residential Segregation in North Carolina: A Barrier to
African-American Opportunities. Raleigh, NC: The North Carolina Institute of Minority
Economic Development.

Edgecombe County has made conscious efforts in providing housing opportunities that are
supportive for all income levels without the discrimination of color, race or creed. Applications
for assistance under the Community Development Block Grants are ranked and rated on
numerous categories including, but not limited to, persons per household, household income,
disabilities, presence of children and the extent of services that can be treated under that
specific grant imposed by the funding agency.

Edgecombe County has taken a proactive approach in integrating the community with all
sociologic and economic factors and will continue to pursue equality for all.

Step 2. Historical Incidences that Contribute to Current Housing patterns:

1.

History of public policy decisions on segregation within the Community.

There is no discernable pattern of public policy decisions, which would have contributed to
the cluster of minority households in a particular area of the County.

Number of farms that utilize migrant workers and its effects on housing patterns.

The Migrant Housing Act of North Carolina (S.B. 631) was ratified in 1989 and implemented
in 1990. This Act established certain requirements for employers who employed and housed
migrant workers, such as required housing inspections and standards. Since then, the N.C.
Department of Labor has conducted an annual housing registration, inspection and
compliance program. The Act also requires that if a grower/owner provides housing to one or
more migrant workers on a seasonal basis, then they are covered by the act except for
housing in commercial lodging, such as a motel, or if the housing is owner-occupied.

The NCDOL Agricultural Safety and Health Bureau conducts pre-occupancy inspections of
migrant housing. Housing must meet occupational safety and health standards and specific
standards for heat, fire protection and kitchen sanitation. Migrant housing should be
registered at least 45 days prior to occupancy. Housing that does not meet the standards can
result in fines and abatement requirements for the owners.
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Edgecombe County has approximately 150,000 acres of farmland which is broken down into
1,231 farms with 346 producers and 5,693 owners. Farms that have registered migrant
workers are as follows:

RICHARD C ANDERSON 40 Mar-202012 Apr-17-2012 Apr-18-2012
179 NC 97 EAST Apr-20-2012 1 Yes . 40
TARBORO, NC 27886 ‘Nov-01-2012 - - 40
ANDERSON FARMS | !
Edgecombe i ! ;
RICHARD C ANDERSON 10 ‘Mar-20-2012 Apr-17-2012 -
179 NC 97 EAST  Apr-20-2012 i Yes -
TARBORO, NC 27886 ‘Nov-01-2012 ; - 5 C10
ANDERSON FARMS % i
Edgecombe ) ;
RICHARD C ANDERSON 35 ‘Mar-20-2012  Apr-17-2012 | -
179 NC 97 EAST Apr-20-2012 5 Yes s
TARBORO, NC 27886 ‘Nov-01-2012 : - 45
ANDERSON FARMS i :
Edgecombe i : :
JOEL M BOSEMAN 50 'Feb-29-2012 Apr-03-2012 Apr-12-2012
P O BOX 550 Jun-28-2012 - 1 Yes 102
BATTLEBORO, NC 27809 Nov-15-2012  H2A - 120
BOSEMAN FARMS |
Edgecombe i ; : .’
JOEL M BOSEMAN 3 'Feb-29-2012 Apr-03-2012 Apr-12-2012
P O BOX 550 Jun-28-2012 4 Yes 31 !
BATTLEBORO, NC 27809 Nov-15-2012°  H2A : .59
BOSEMAN FARMS |
Edgecombe ; : ; :,
JAMES LEE CORBETT 5 ‘Nov-29-2011 Jan-04-2012  Jan-04-2012
P O BOX 367-304 EAST WILSON ST . Feb-09-2012 1 No 5
MACCLESFIELD, NC 27852 Nov-10-2012 H2A - 6
Edgecombe : ; ; ‘
PAUL DRAKE 5 Dec-15-2011 Jan-04-2012  Jan-04-2012
317 DRAKE FARM RD 'Feb-09-2012 1 No 5 j
PINETOPS, NC 27864 Nov-10-2012.  H2A - i 6
DRAKE FARMS f
Edgecombe 1 ; 3
BRUCE FLYE ; 6 'Feb-23-2012 May-09-2012 -
P O BOX 159 Jun-30-2012 1 Yes -
BATTLEBORO, NC 27809  Oct-15-2012 : : 6
Edgecombe
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'BRUCE FLYE ; 9 Feb 23-2012 May -09-2012 -

PO BOX 159 Jun-30-2012 | 1 . Yes -
BATTLEBORO, NC 27809 - Oct-15-2012 - - g - 9
iEdgecombe ‘ :
'BRUCE FLYE 6 Feb 23-2012 May 109-2012 -
‘P O BOX 159 Jun-30-2012 1 © Yes -
BATTLEBORO, NC 27809 <Oct-15-2012 - - 6
%Edgecombe ;
CARL HARRELL 48 Feb 15-2012 Apr-]7-2012 -
‘6434 NCHWY 42 E Apr-lS 22012 1 [ Yes -
"TARBORO, NC 27886 1Oct-31-2012 | - - 24
"HARRELL & OWENS FARM | ;
Edgecombe ; f
'HURSEL B JOHNSON 5 Mar-l6 2012 Apr—17—2012 Apr-17-2012
P OBOX 730 Jun-01-2012 1 . No 5
WHITAKERS, NC 27891 Nov-01-20121  H2A - 40
:JOHNSON BROS PRODUCE i 1 ‘
Edgecombe 5 i f ‘
'EULA MILLS 5 4 Dec 05-2011 | Jan-04-2012  Jan-04-2012
14475 PLEASANT HILLRD  ; Jan-01-2012 ' 1 . No 4
'ROCKY MOUNT, NC 27801 ‘Dec-31-2012 - - - 6
i
‘Edgecombe
'HUNTER QUINCY 10 Nov-22-2011 Apr-03-2012 Apr-03-2012
13016 HARTS MILL RUN RD " Apr-01-2012 1 No 10 ‘
'TARBORO, NC 27886 Nov-01-2012 . - : ; 10
.QUINCY FARMS ‘
Edgecombe
'S KENT SMITH 25 Apr-02-2012 Apr-17-2012 Apr-17-2012
/612 SHORT SPOON CIRCLE Apr-15-2012 1 No 25
‘ROCKY MOUNT, NC 27804 Nov-01-2012 - : - 30
'S & K SMITH FARMS LLC
‘Edgecombe

There is no long term effect on housing in Edgecombe County as these migrant workers will
be housed on the individual farms on a temporary basis.

3. Industry contributions to current housing patterns (Ex. Development of mill housing
for blacks and whites):

Edgecombe County is one of the oldest counties in North Carolina. The land was settled by
Europeans and the county was formed in 1741. Edgecombe County, according to historian
Alan D. Watson, "reached the peak of its influence and fame in the antebellum period when
the county provided a strong voice in state politics and achieved a reputation as one of the
most progressive farming areas in the state, if not the South."

Agriculture is still one of the cornerstones of Edgecombe County’s economy. The major crops
in the county are cotton, soybeans, corn, wheat, peanuts, tobacco, sweet potatoes,
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cucumbers and other vegetable crops. Livestock also plays a major role in the economic
base of the county. The county has several pork, poultry, beef, sheep and aquaculture
producers.

According to the Edgecombe County Economic Development website, “Edgecombe County
is undergoing a transition in industry. Sectors that once were the backbone of the county’s
economy have either disappeared completely or downsized significantly. The County has
been hard hit by global competition and out-of-country relocations. In the last 10 years,
Edgecombe County has lost over 2,500 jobs. Even though agriculture is still the largest
economic driver, there have been considerable decreases in agricultural production with the
loss of peanut and tobacco support.”

“Notable companies like Sara Lee and QVC have located and expanded here. The business
opportunities run the spectrum of business types and production methods. Edgecombe
County has seen a rise in business sectors, or clusters, like: pharmaceuticals, logistics
(transportation and warehousing), advanced manufacturing (especially motor vehicle parts
and supplies), food processing, plastics, and electronics.”

History and current information revealed that peopie will move where the jobs are available.
Older subdivisions located near former industrial operations tend to be occupied by lower
income households of all races although minority concentrations are common. The County
continues to use Federal and State funding to improve housing in these aging
neighborhoods. Edgecombe County’s Community Development Block Grant application pool
is open to all races and does not discriminate due to race, religion or creed. All eligible
applicants are ranked based on a needs assessment.

Step 3. Fair Housing Enforcement

1.

Do you have a fair housing ordinance?

Edgecombe County has not adopted a fair housing ordinance. However, the County does
has adopted a fair housing plan which is in place through the Community Development
Block Grants it has been awarded. This plan is active and ongoing based on the availability
of grant funding and as a qualification of grant conditions, these elements of fair housing are
being constantly updated and reviewed on a quarterly basis for compliance.

What mechanism exists for citizens to file complaints alleging illegal discrimination
in programs or services funded by your jurisdiction?

Edgecombe County has a Complaint Procedure (published annually in the locai
newspaper), which states that persons wishing to file complaints can contact the Director of
Planning, Inspections and E-911. The procedure requires that the Director of Planning
acknowledge within ten (10) days a receipt of a written complaint and that the County inform
the North Carolina Human Relations Commission about the complaint. The Director of
Planning will assist the North Carolina Human Relations Commission in the investigation
and reconciliation of all housing discrimination complaints, which are based on events
occurring in the County.

Do you have an Affirmative Marketing Plan?
Edgecombe County has adopted Housing Rehabilitation Guidelines for use in its CDBG

project areas. This fluid document is revised accordingly as new regulations and guidelines
are imposed by the funding agency.
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4. The number of discrimination complaints filed against your jurisdiction within the
past two years and the results of any investigations.

David Callum, Manager, Human Resources Commission, NC Department of Administration is
looking up this information. At this time, there are no complaints disclosed by Human
Relations Commission.

5. The number of discrimination complaints filed with North Carolina Human Relations
Commission or HUD originating in your Jurisdiction and the results of this
investigation:

David Callum, Manager, Human Resources Commission, NC Department of Administration is
looking up this information. At this time, there are no complaints disclosed by Human
Relations Commission.

6. Number of findings related to Fair Housing or Equal Opportunity issued against your
Jurisdiction and the corrective action taken.

David Callum, Manager, Human Resources Commission, NC Department of Administration is
looking up this information. At this time, there are no complaints disclosed by Human
Relations Commission.

Step 4. Education and Outreach Efforts:
1. Identify all resources available for the promotion of fair housing and equal opportunity.

Fair Housing materials are distributed at the Edgecombe County government offices, County
public builetin board, County Human Resources bulletin board, the public library, local
realtors, the Princeville Housing Authority (low rent apartments and Section 8) and the
Tarboro Housing Authority (low rent) and lending institutions. Fair Housing advertisements
are published in The Daily Southerner. Fair Housing materials obtained from the NC Human
Resources Commission are posted in government offices. Fair Housing Complaint
Procedures and Brochures are sent to local housing related industries for educational
purposes. The Fair Housing message is available on the Edgecombe County website
www.edgecombecountync.gov.

2. How are citizens made aware of these activities?
Through the above named sources.

3. List all such activities during the past two years. What were the results of these
activities?

During the past two years, Edgecombe County has prepared and published a fair housing
discrimination complaint procedure. The County has updated Fair Housing pamphlets and
posters through the NCHRC for distribution to local libraries, banks, grocery stores, county
government and local post offices. Mailing lists have been developed and updated to include
contractors, lenders, realtors and appraisers and used to disseminate the fair housing
complaint procedures. Fair Housing brochures have been developed specifically for
Edgecombe County and distributed through the housing related businesses on the mailing
lists. Newspaper articles and block display ads have been posted in The Daily Southerner for
the general population’s education.
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Step 5. Examination of Public Policy and Programs

1.

5.

Do current site selection policies have a disproportionate impact based upon a
protected basis? If so, is there a nondiscriminatory reason for this policy and is
there an alternative that would have a less discriminatory impact?

New industrial sites are typically selected by the owner and submitted to the Planning
Board or the Zoning Board of Adjustment for zoning and/or site plan approval. Industrial
zoning districts are not located in a way that would result in a disproportionate impact on
protected classes.

Are municipal services equitably distributed throughout the community?

All municipal services are available throughout the County. The County is subdivided into
five Water and Sewer Districts. Of those five districts, Districts 1, 2, 3, and 5 are fully
constructed and serving a large portion of the County. District 4 is the smallest and most
rural of all the districts within Edgecombe County. District 4 construction is divided into 3
phases of construction. Phase | & Il are complete. Phase Hi will be underway in summer
of 2011 with anticipated construction time being 360 days. Phase Il will include
installation of water lines along roads in District 4 not covered under Phase | & Il. It will
also replace the water lines in the town of Speed along with adding a 200,000 gallon
elevated storage tank. This district is anticipated to supply water to approximately 450
customers.

Edgecombe County Solid Waste offers a land fill and recycling centers. There are nine
(9) recycling sites and a landfill, eight collection centers and waste hauling is available.

Are there any zoning requirements that have the effect of limiting housing
opportunities to protected groups?

No.

Are there any Community Development or Public Housing Authority activities or
programs that have the effect of perpetuating segregation?

No.

Are the Boards and Commissions representative of the Community?

The Board of Commissioners for Edgecombe County is made up of two African American
Men, two African American Women and three Caucasian men. One of the African American
men is the Chairman of the Board. It is the Board’s desire to reflect wide-range participation
in appointments, including male and female, persons from all geographic areas of the county
and persons representing diverse racial and age groups. Some boards and commissions are
created by the authority of the NC General Statutes and may require designated skills or
training as specified by regulation. In such cases, the Board of County Commissioners must
appoint persons who meet those guidelines.

Step 6. Discrimination in the Rental Market

1.

No

Are there any zoning requirements that have the effect of limiting the availability of
rental units within the jurisdiction?
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2. Where are rental units located? Are they located in areas of minority
concentration?

Rental units are located throughout Edgecombe County. Many of these units are single
family dwellings which are subsidized through Section 8 rental assistance.

.
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3. Where are the public housing units located?
Public housing units are located in the Tarboro and Princeville areas.
4. Determine what barriers exist for protected class members in the rental market.

The major barrier would be the lack of available rental units, especially for large families and
disabled persons.

5. Are vouchers and Section 8 certificate holders able to find housing throughout the
community? H not, identify the barriers that face them.
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Section 8 vouchers are available for rental units throughout the County. However, there is a
fong waiting list.

6. Is steering an issue for protected class members?
No.
7. ls housing available for families with children and persons with disabilities?

Yes, but currently there is a long waiting list. The Tarboro Housing Authority offers a total of
193 units of low rent housing in two major locations. Pinehurst includes 50 family units and
Hendrix Park offers 34 units for disabled and elderly residents. Hendrix Park is located near
the E. L. Roberson Senior Recreational Center. The rest of the 109 units are situated in
duplexes scattered within the city limits of Tarboro. Of the available 193 units, there are 7
units which have 4 bedrooms and 3 units which have 5 bedrooms to accommodate larger
families.

The Princeville Housing Authority offers low rent housing; but, did not return any phone calls
for information. The units are not located in industrial zoned parcels.

There is always a need for more three and four-bedroom rental units. The 2010 Census data
states that the average family size for Edgecombe County is 3.08.

Another indicator of housing needs is the number of occupants per bedroom. Edgecombe
County has 2.3% of the total population living with more than one person in a bedroom. This
is compared to the state average of 2.0% overall. There is not a large enough Hispanic
population in Edgecombe County to provide demographic information without infringing on
privacy, making it impossible to compare the housing characteristics of the Hispanic
population to the full population in Edgecombe County.

Since the majority of the single-family rental units are older housing stock, which is privately
owned, few of these units are accessible to persons with disabilities. The County has found
units located within its Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) areas, which contain
persons with disabilities, and it has become necessary, through the scope of the CDBG
funds, to rehabilitate these units to accommodate the occupants’ disabilities.

Step 7. Discrimination in the Sales Market

1. Does the Local Association of Realtors have a MLS Service?
Yes
2. s the Local Association of Realtors a VAMA signatory?
They were in the past, but VAMA no longer exists.
3. lIs there any evidence of racial steering or blockbusting within the local market?
No.
4. What are the relative housing values for minority and non-minority communities of
similar economic composition?
With communities of similar economic composition, there is not much difference in relative
housing values. The only differences could be attributed to the age and condition of some of
Edgecombe County
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the dwelling units as well as the small size of these older lots. Older residential lots were
established long before any zoning and subdivision regulations were adopted by the County.

Can nondiscriminatory reasons for these differences be identified? If yes, list them.

The only difference is that the homes are older and smaller. The lots are often small and not
as desirable to homebuyers. This can be attributed to these older neighborhoods being
established prior to planning, zoning, and subdivision requirements.

Identify any barriers to homeownership opportunities within your jurisdiction.

Probably the largest barrier to homeownership within Edgecombe County is the lack of
knowledge of the home-buying process. Poor credit histories make it difficult for low- and
moderate-income persons to reach allowable debt-to-income ratios established by financial
institutions.

Persons with disabilities may encounter additional barriers when seeking to purchase a
home. Few homes can be entered by a person in a wheelchair. Another is the process of
adapting a home to meet the needs of a disabled person. Adaptations can be costly
depending on the home and the needs of the person. Tax credits are available to
homebuyers who want to make adaptations for persons with disabilities. This information
needs to be provided to more potential homebuyers.

There have been no complaints of racial steering filed with Edgecombe County or the N. C.
Human Relations Commission.

Step 8. Discrimination in Financing

1.

Are local lenders signatories of HUD’s Best Practices Program?
Yes

Examine the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act information in your area. Is there
evidence of higher denial rates for minorities and low-income individuals?

The Home Mortgage Disclosure Act helps to prevent predatory lending by requiring large
banks and mortgage companies to report data regarding applicants and borrowers to
determine which institutions are targeting minorities or low-income people for high interest
investment. Information is available from the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act for Rocky
Mount, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA

Using Aggregate Table 4-1: FHA, FSA/RHS and VA Home Purchase Loans and
Aggregate Table 8-1 Reasons for Denial of Applications for FHA, FSA/RHS and VA
Home Purchase Loans:

For African Americans, there were 210 total applications for home loans: 133 were
originated. The other 77 were denied. The dispositions are ranked from highest to lowest:
application denied, withdrawn, closed because of incompleteness and approved but not
accepted. The primary reasons for denial of application was due to credit history, the other
reasons ranked by incidence are the debt to income ratio, insufficient cash, an incomplete
credit application, unverifiable information, lack of collateral and employment history issues.

For white applicants there were 268 total applications for home loans: 168 were originated.
The other 100 were denied. The dispositions are ranked from highest to lowest: applications
denied, withdrawn, closed because of incompleteness and approved but not accepted, The
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primary reasons for denial of application was due to credit history, the other reasons ranked
by incidence are the debt to income ratio, lack of collateral, insufficient cash, employment
history, an incomplete credit application and unverifiable information.

Using Aggregate Table 4-2: Disposition of Applications for and Aggregate Table 8-2
Reasons for Denial of Applications for Conventional Home Purchase Loans

For African Americans, there were 177 total applications for home loans; 72 were originated.
The other 105 were denied. The dispositions are ranked from highest to lowest: application
denied, approved but not accepted, withdrawn and closed because of incompleteness. The
primary reasons for denial of application was due to credit history, the other reasons ranked
by incidence are the debt to income ratio, collateral, insufficient cash, an incomplete credit
application and unverifiable information.

For white applicants, there were 408 total applications for home loans; 236 were originated.
The other 172 were denied. The dispositions are ranked from highest to lowest: applications
denied, withdrawn, approved but not accepted and closed because of incompleteness. The
primary reasons for denial of application was due to credit history, the other reasons ranked
by incidence are the debt to income ratio, lack of collateral, insufficient cash, unverifiable
information, incomplete credit application and employment history.
These tables can be found in Attachment B of this document.

3. Is there evidence of illegal redlining?
No

4. Are banking services available on an equal opportunity basis?
Banks and lending institutions are iocated in various locations throughout the County.
A trend in the area is the rise of non-traditional banking services offered by mortgage
corporations, check cashing businesses, and pawn shops. As banks increase their service
costs, lower income persons are opting to manage their banking needs through these new
types of cash management businesses. The overall costs of these types of businesses are

more expensive, yet these institutions are often more willing to work with lower income
clients.

5. Do local financial institutions participate in housing projects or in the funding of
housing related services sponsored by your jurisdiction?
Not at this time.

Step 9. Discrimination in the Building and Construction Industry.

1. Do local building codes include the requirements of the Federal Fair Housing Act
of 19887

Edgecombe County has adopted the State of North Carolina Building codes.

2. If not, how are local builders and architects made aware of these requirements?

Edgecombe County
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing
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Edgecombe County has the Rocky Mount Chapter of the National Association of Home
Builders. This Association receives fair housing and accessibility information from HUD
and in tumn filters this information down to local members.

3. Are they in compliance with FFHA requirements? ADA requirements? Section

5047

Yes.

4. Is the local Homebuilders Association a VAMA signatory?

VAMA no longer exists.

5. Is there an identified community need for housing for persons with disabilities?

Yes.

6. Is there an identified community need for the construction of more affordable

housing?

Yes.

Step 10. Environmental Discrimination

1.

Identify the location of hazardous materials within the community. Are they located
disproportionately in areas of minority or low-income concentration?

No. Hazardous material sites in Edgecombe County were those identified as sites reporting
to the EPA for hazardous waste, air emissions, water dischargers, toxic releases and
Superfund site. There are no Brownfields listed. The map below shows those sites reporting
to the EPA in Edgecombe County with a minority percent by census tract overlay. The sites
required to report to the EPA from Edgecombe County are evenly distributed throughout the
County

The Town of Rocky Mount within the Edgecombe County boundaries has 2 superfund sites.
They are located in minority residential areas. They are listed as the Army Reserve XVIi|
Airborne Corp and Romie Lane Drum. Toxic release sites are also within the Rocky Mount
city limits. They are listed as Royster Clark, Inc. Trinity Containers, LLC. There are 18 other
sites but they are not shown in minority residential areas.

Most industrial sites in the county are located near large cities in order to attract potential
workers.
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A list of these sites is attached in Appendix A.

2. Identify any superfund sites within your jurisdiction. Are they located disproportionately in
areas of minority or low-income concentration? No, and neither are on the National Priorities

List (NPL).

SEPA:

Envirofacts

Site ID: Equal To: NC8210021624

Results are based on data extracted on MAY-15-2012

USA RESERVE XVIII AIRBORNE

CERCLISEPA ID: | NCB210021624 SITE NAME:
CORPS
STREET 804 FAIRVIEW
AT I;ER : RD RVIE FACILITY INFORMATION View facility information
ITY NAME: ROCKY MOUNT
STATE ABBR: NC FEDERAL FACILITY: Y
ZIP CODE: 27801 NPL STATUS: Not on the NPL
COUNTY NAME: | EDGECOMBE
R TE R R F |

No No

LINK: INFO:
PA REGIONAL
LATITUDE; EPA REGION No
LINK:
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LONGITUDE: IMAPPING INFO:

g
Al

ITE SMSA:

Enforcement and Cleanup Actions

NFRAP-SI

PRELIMINARY 003 08112006 | State: Fund F iy f'tet:c";jpzotf )
i

ASSESSMENT Financed R ase

on existing information
PRELIMINARY Federal Low priority for further

1 8 1
ASSESSMENT 00 08/23/1990 Facilities assessment
i
DISCOVERY 001 11/16/1988 | Federa
Facilities

! E |

Site Description
There were no Site Descriptions reported for this site.
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Site ID: Equal To: NCN0O0O0410713
ERCL. PA ID: [ NCNOO0410713 SITE NAME: ROMIE LANE DRUM
STREET ADDRESS;| 266 ROMIE LANE [FACILITY INFORMATION View facility information
TY NAME: ROCKY MOUNT
T, ABBR: NC FEDERAL FACILITY: N
P DE: 27801 NPL STATUS: Not on the NPL
COUNTY NAME: | EDGECOMBE
RPORATE | o RECORD OF DECISION (ROD) INFO:| No
LINK: *
EPA REGIONAL
LATITU N
LINK: ©
LONGITUDE: MAPPING INFQ: MAP
ITE SMSA:
Edgecombe County
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Enforcement and Cleanup Actions

EPA Fund-Financed f Cleaned up

001 | 06/27/2011 | 11/21/2011 Emergency

|
|

‘ |
|

The National Guard Facility is a low priority and the Romie Site was a one time occurrence.

3. Identify any site selection policies or procedures that may contribute to the concentration of
environmental hazards in minority or low-income areas.

There are no site selection policies or procedures that contribute to the concentration of environmental
hazards in minority or low-income areas. Anyone proposing to construct a new site with hazardous materials
would be required to obtain a special use permit from the Edgecombe County Board of Adjustment regardless
of where the proposed site is located.

4. Identify any local, State or Federal efforts to remove environmental hazards.

The US Airborne Facility included State Funds.

5. What barriers exist to the removal of environmental hazards from the community?

None

BARRIERS TO EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

1. Affordable Housing Stock

2. Availability of Rental Units

3. Homebuyer Education Services

Edgecombe County
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Attachments

Attachment A - Hazardous Sites
Attachment B - Financing in Edgecombe County
Attachment C — Maps

* Low-Moderate Income and Minority Population Map

= Hispanic Population Map
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Attachment C — Maps

* Low-Moderate Income and Minority Population Map

= Hispanic Population Map
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